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As residential development continues at a fast pace in our community, City of Aurora staff
frequently review proposals for townhome projects. Though townho zaave@lstoncally
been concentrated in the newest sections of the community, lately, these developments are
being proposed for the more.urbanized core of the city, particularly for large tracts of vacant
land that are currently zoned or designated as non-residential., Townhome developments in
Aurora have typically beén des:gned as neighborhoods w:thm $1ngle-famlly residential areas
or as stand-alone pro;ects e

Though outstanding townhome projects have been constructed in Aurora, City Council

and staff would like to encourage developers to "raise the: bar," evaluating best management
practices in Aurora and other communities, and ensuring that proposed townhome " .
developments are distinctive and appealmg We are generally supportive of townhome
projects since they provide a valuable and important housing choice. We ' wish to work™

c/osely with townhome dévelopers to make certaln that pro;ects are glven s'arggigsign

and creative street oonﬁgumtlons Wa do not.want townﬁomes to'be ahallzed or
isolated from the Iarger commumty Instead they should be planned so as to offer the public

traditional si hgle-family nelghborhoodL examples We simply removeg :
and replaced it with\a townhome proguct to illustrate the.me i

rejectin %ma? ‘conventiona | wisdom"; i.e., offer limited options based on a :
respond positively to innovative site design and interesting, functional ﬂoorplans as do

single-family home purchasers.
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TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES
o Create attractive, visually-appealing, park-like entrances to the dexalopment and its
neighborhoods.

o Reduce repet/tlve, redurtdant patterns of bu:ldlng placement‘égg the srte

‘‘‘‘‘‘

courtyards in an attractive. manner.

o Create viewsheds through the proper placement of wmdows porches ;
buildings are perpendicular to open spaces. »
o Convey the perception ofa streetsaape along alleys or cgurt settmgs th@gh verf:‘cal

T ts and gnd'patterns in des:gmng the crrculatl
development ta rovide ganety .and appeal. i
o Consider vanatlon in street widths to provide visual mterest and %bster a, gedestrran—friendl ly
environment, while acknoWIedglng the need for sufficient rrght-of-way to allow utility
installation and emergency vehicle aceess. % =
o Incorporate biking and walking trails to connect nelghborhoods /i
adjacent development.
o Design open space that is careﬂ:lb/-mamcured or naturally-land
and takes;multlple fomgs )i

i desrgns and floorplans to accommt ia
*ages, family arrangements, home occupations and moﬁiﬂt’y cce.
Exam, es Id include ﬁrst—ﬂoor master bedroom Suites, stacked flats;

}g;lﬁspaﬁ
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lllustration A
Entrance into neighborhood featuring curving street through park setting.

Note interconnecting sidewalks.

lllustration B ' o
Street design allows for the placement of smaller green areas providing both
added open space for townhome units plus a visual break at "T" intersections.
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lllustration C
Providing site design by alternating parks and townhome blocks ("quads”)
maximizes exposure to open spaces.

lllustration D .
Providing smaller open spaces through the use of loop lanes and at
neighborhood entrances allows for a variety of townhome placements on the
site.
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lllustration E )
To create visual interest along a streetscape, provide open space at street
curves by increasing setbacks, creating a townhome grouping.

lllustration F , R — -
A modification on lllustration E with garages fronting public street and no alleys.
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lllustration G

Every unit has views of a formal "Village Green" plus additional open space
features.
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lllustration H
Another example of an interior common green area. In this design garages and
balconies face this common area.

lllustration | T
Another example of a landscaped Ioop lane.
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lllustration J
A clustered townhome development including both large open area and linear
greens. :
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lllustration K
This design includes a "central park" area for townhomes to front directly onto
open spaces.
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lllustration L ' ~
This design transitions from a formal linear streetscape to townhomes clustered

around a central park.
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