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Members of the City Council and Aurora Residents and Businesses: 
 
The past year serving as the City of Aurora’s 59th Mayor has been a tremendous privilege. I am fortunate to lead alongside an active and engaged 
City Council and have a team of professional staff members to assist us as we serve the residents of this city and continue to strive to become “One 
Aurora.”    
 
This year, we started using the tag line, “There Is Something Happening Here, Can You Feel It?” as a way to highlight all of the amazing things 
happening throughout the City of Aurora. From welcoming new and celebrating existing businesses and developments, to highlighting the 
accomplishments of our students, residents and employees, to finding new ways to engage and connect with our constituents, to increasing available 
services for residents and to continuing the trend of positive change and growth – there is certainly something happening here in Aurora.  
 
My first year in office, I made it a goal to meet all city employees. In my second year, it is my goal to go back out and meet with them again. I was 
invigorated by their passion and ideas, many of which were implemented over the course of the past year as we worked to decrease duplication and 
improve services for our residents and businesses. This is a practice I intend to continue in my time serving as your Mayor.  
 
To that end, one of the most significant changes made over the past year was the opening of the “Development Services Center” or “DSC” as it is 
now known. The DSC marks the start of a more accessible and efficient building and permit process by housing all development-related departments 
in one building. This project has had a positive impact on the downtown area we have coined “the DSC effect.”  
 
This project occupied a previously vacant building in a prime downtown location, and it created the opportunity for much needed improvements to 
the surrounding areas including the demolition of an antiquated building.  This demolition opened up prime riverfront space, creating additional 
parking as well as new developable space along the Fox River. The DSC also opened the door to add new additional professionals and revenue 
opportunities to the area.  
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The DSC effect also spurred another major change to the downtown, the demolition and reconstruction of the Water Street Mall. This space, 
traversed daily by downtown residents, business owners, city employees, and visitors was transformed from an area people hurried through, to a 
vibrant outdoor area with picnic tables, Italian lights and greenery. Following the improvements, the space became a popular space to host events or 
just sit and enjoy.   
 
Inspired by the improvements, Wally Mundy and Mundy Landscaping asked for permission to completely renovate Mundy Park, a green space next 
to the mall and the soon-to-be-completed Fox Valley Music Foundation. The Foundation will feature arts-based programming and events, and will 
also highlight Aurora’s rich musical history. Upon completion, Mundy Park will include an outdoor stage complete with seating, complementing not 
only the Foundation building and providing additional performance space, but will further bolster opportunities for Aurora’s arts, entertainment and 
culture scene, which continues to grow and thrive.  
 
Evidence of the growing arts movement can be found in any one of the new art installations throughout the downtown. From Bikes in Bloom to 
murals to painted utility boxes, each project continues to inspire the next. The DSC effect is one we believe will spread citywide, as collaboration 
and creating opportunities continue to be a goal of my administration. 
 
I appreciate the support of the City Council and the feedback and support of our residents and businesses, and believe if we persist in working 
together, we as a city will continue to grow and thrive in spite of the challenges we face. There is something happening here, can you feel it?     
  
 

Economic Overview 
 
The 2019 budget prioritizes maintaining core city services, while working to minimize the property tax burden for residents. We continue to work 
aggressively to attract new jobs and investments to our community and continue to grow our tax base. To that end, unemployment is below 5% for 
Aurora and the assessed property value increased by approximately 6.5% based on property value data from all four counties.   
 
Our new approach to economic development is already yielding investment opportunities citywide, including the downtown, along the I-88 corridor, 
our gateways, and in the Route 59 planning area.  These developments include a blend of manufacturing, commercial, retail and residential uses, 
further diversifying our tax base.   We will continue to optimize the use of our technology capabilities (fiber optic ring), our locational advantages, 
and the quality of our diverse community to attract quality partners to grow Aurora. The continued redevelopment of the downtown will remain a 
focal point, capitalizing on our growing arts and entertainment network to drive residents and visitors alike to the downtown for dining and 
entertainment. The success of the downtown, “the DSC effect,” will spur additional interest, development, and redevelopment of our many 
gateways, improving our main entrances to the city. 
 
Property taxes continue to be the city’s largest single revenue source. The City of Aurora reports property tax revenue as the net amount available to 
provide resources for basic municipal services or the amount available after state-controlled pension requirements and long-term debt obligations are 
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satisfied. In 2018 (taxes payable in 2019), the tax levy for General Fund purposes will remain virtually unchanged from the prior year.  In fact, at 
$42.3 million, the General Fund levy is $2.2 million less than it was a decade ago.   
 

 
2019 Priorities 

 
Aurora continues to pursue strategies to move forward the city’s top three priorities: 
 

1) Economic Development - Attract and Retain Businesses and Jobs 
2) Public Safety and Quality of Life - Preserve High Levels of Public Safety and Quality of Life 
3) Innovation and Collaboration - Provide Efficient, Innovative, Transparent and Accountable Government 

 
Economic Development 
 
Over the past several years the city has made significant strides in terms of economic development, continuing to break records on building permit 
issuances and adding more than $350 million in overall construction value to the city. Our two major retail corridors, Route 59 and the Chicago 
Premium Outlets continue to perform, experiencing stronger sales than any of our suburban competitors over the past year. New and expanding large 
employers like Amazon, Aldi, Nutrivo, and Rush Copley Medical Center have added well over one thousand (1,200) new jobs to the city over the 
past year. Combined with our continued low unemployment rate, Aurora remains a regional economic leader and a strong global economic 
competitor.   
 
Partially open with the Building & Permits (B & P) and Property Standards (PS) Divisions, the new Development Services Center is setting a new 
standard for conducting business in the City of Aurora. In early 2019, the Economic Development, Zoning & Planning, Engineering, and Special 
Events Divisions, as well as the Fire Prevention Bureau will join B & P and PS to fully realize the One Stop Development Shop.  Any city 
department/division involved in development, entitlement, permitting and the vast majority of licensing functions will now be located in one 
building, providing a more efficient and convenient one stop shop for developers, property owners and residents alike.  
 
The 2019 year will also mark a transitional time with the implementation of our new Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) software for development 
processing. TRAKiT, the new ERP solution, will afford drastic improvements in automated customer communications, transparency to constituents 
and efficiency of our current processes.  TRAKiT is scheduled to go live in January of 2020, but over the course of 2019, DSC will continue to 
leverage these new capabilities to expand the methodology of our nationally recognized permit processing services and automated broadcast 
communication tools.  
 
The 2019 year will also continue to bring significant changes to our downtown. Our portfolio of transit-oriented development (TOD) will 
substantially expand with the completion of the pedestrian bridge near the Aurora Transportation Center.  The bridge will draw more of our west 
riverbank neighborhood under the TOD umbrella, including the well-established Tanner Historic District.  The bridge will also create several new 
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residential development opportunities steps away from the Burlington train line with the goal of following in the successful footsteps of Aurora’s 
other major TOD’s near the Route 59 train station. 
 
Construction of the $35 million Paramount School of the Arts project continues with the residential component nearing completion and the other 
phases well underway. Once complete, this project is estimated to create 80 to 100 full-time jobs and hundreds of thousands of dollars in property, 
food and beverage taxes all while returning the long vacant 88,000 square-foot building to the tax rolls and bring another new dining option to the 
downtown. As an added bonus, the new school for performing arts is projected to bring an additional 150,000 to 200,000 visitors to downtown each 
year. The project generated new interest in several other long vacant historical buildings in our downtown, which are in the early stages of 
residential and commercial redevelopment with new ownership. 
 
The future arts center restaurant will join a steady line-up of established restaurants as well as some new additions. Endiro Coffee joined Gillerson’s 
Grubbery, U Samba Brazilian Café, Ballydoyle Irish Pub, Doughball’s Pizza Palace, La Quinta de los Reyes and the Hollywood Casino on New 
York Street. Downer Place saw two new additions, Tredwell Coffee and its neighbor, home store Wykwood House, while Stolp Avenue welcomed 
Do or Dye Designs and Pure Skin Solutions.  The corner of Benton and Lake Street welcomed Branch Gardens, a business that not only occupied a 
long vacant parcel, but beautified the corner as well.     
 
The performing arts and entertainment scene continue to grow in downtown Aurora.  Anchored by the Paramount Theatre, more than a half million 
people now visit downtown Aurora annually for arts and culture alone.  Under the helm of the Aurora Civic Center Authority’s leadership, the 
Paramount Theatre’s locally produced Broadway Series continued to attract the attention of Chicago’s prestigious Jeff Awards, bringing home eight 
awards for the 2016/2017 and earning ten nominations for the 2017/2018 season. 
 
In addition to raking in award nominations for high-caliber performances at affordable ticket prices, the Paramount Theatre is also bringing a record 
number of patrons to the downtown.  In 2011, attendance was 75,000.  This season, attendance will be well over 350,000 for the Broadway Series 
alone.  Their efforts have earned them the distinction of being home to the second largest subscriber-based series in the United States – right in our 
downtown!  The combination of local productions paired with a blend of high-profile performances by Shen Yun, The Blind Boys of Alabama, I Am 
King, Purple Reign, Happy Together, Barbra & Frank, and Movie Monday’s showcases the Paramount’s range and commitment to offering 
something for everyone.  
 
The Aurora Civic Center Authority also managed a successful fourth season at RiverEdge Park.  The 2018 schedule included performances by 
Aaron Neville, Sonny Landreth, Elle King, George Thorogood & the Destroyers,  OneRepublic and Gladys Knight & the O’Jays as well as 
mainstays Blues on the Fox, Downtown Alive, and the city’s Fourth of July celebration.  All told, RiverEdge Park brought over 100,000 additional 
visitors to the downtown.  
 
In addition to these large-scale events, hundreds of visitors come to downtown Aurora each month to enjoy numerous community-led arts and 
cultural events, including the expanded First Fridays.  Organized by Aurora Downtown on the first Friday of each month, this event showcases the 
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work of local artists and musicians, and gives visitors the opportunity to tour downtown businesses. Aurora Downtown’s other events also continue 
to grow, with the popular Food Truck Festival, Wednesday’s at the Plaza, Octo Street Fest and the Stolp Island Block Party.  
  
Citywide, Aurora continues to be attractive to successful businesses, both large and small.  
 
On the west side of town, West Plaza welcomed Rush Copley and will soon welcome a new restaurant/pub, fitness center, newly constructed 
McDonald’s and the Mega-Fun Trampoline park, breathing new life into a well-traveled corridor.  Next door to West Plaza is the newly constructed 
Aldi. The grocery store relocated from 2134 to 2275 West Galena Boulevard.  Also on the west side of town, the Orchard Road corridor welcomed 
Lou Malnati’s Pizza and Potbelly’s, joining a long line of successful restaurants located right off of Interstate Route 88. 
 
The Route 59 corridor celebrated the opening of another TOD along Station Boulevard near the busy Route 59 train station, with more to come over 
the next year. The development overall includes 1,390 residential units and caters to career-oriented professionals who crave easy access to transit, 
shopping and entertainment options. These growing developments add another dimension to the city’s already diverse housing stock proving that 
Aurora has something for everyone.  
 
Also off of the Route 59 corridor, the former Yorkshire Plaza will soon be transformed into “Pacifica Square,” an Asian-centric shopping mall that 
will further diversify Aurora’s retail options and continue to attract new opportunities. The Pacifica Square area also welcomed two new restaurants 
that occupied vacant spaces, Bulldog Ale House on New York Street and Miller’s Ale House on Route 59. 
 
The current success of the Route 59 corridor does not diminish the importance of us re-evaluating our long-standing Fox Valley Mall. Understanding 
that retail has changed, our Development Services Department contracted to complete a study of the area to gain a fresh perspective and take the 
necessary steps to grow with the times instead of chasing change. We will also continue to focus on new options and opportunities for all of our 
gateways citywide.  
 
Public Safety and Quality of Life 
 
Crime continues to be on the rise nationally.  Despite this trend, Aurora remains committed to keeping crime low within its boundaries.   
 
The men and women of the Aurora Police Department (APD) continue to work closely with neighborhood groups, community leaders and residents 
to combat current and prevent future crime. Their efforts continue to pay off as crime in Aurora has slowed and Part One crime has declined 12.3% 
as of October.    
 
The city’s commitment to improving our public safety resources will continue with the anticipated completion of the new Public Safety ERP system. 
This multi-year project has continued through 2018 and is anticipated to be completed in 2019 and will provide the Aurora Police and Fire 
Departments a state-of-the-art system that will modernize and improve the city’s computer-aided dispatch and records management functions. The 
new system will close the chapter on the former green-screen, text-based technology, allowing the public safety staff to streamline processes and 
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increase efficiencies across the board. The updated records management function will allow the city to better mine and display data to increase 
efficiencies in resource allocation and aid in decision-making.  The new ERP will also enhance the APD’s mobile data computer system and field-
based reporting capabilities, so that police officers can spend less time on paperwork and more time interacting with the community.   
 
The Aurora Fire Department (AFD) is requesting an Assistance to Firefighters Grant from F.E.MA. in the amount of $950,000 to purchase an 
aerial ladder truck.  If this request is granted then we would replace the aerial ladder truck at the Central Station that has been in service for 19 years. 
 
The 2019 budget also allocates dollars from the Safety Health and Public Enhancement Fund (SHAPE) to replace critical life safety equipment.  The 
equipment includes $31,500 for advance life support equipment for engines, $41,500 for replacement of automated external defibrillators and 
$35,000 for thermal imaging cameras. These equipment replacements/additions are critical life-safety purchases that will allow the AFD to maintain 
their current level of service to the community. The AFD will also replace another backup generator at Fire Station 8, which will complete this 
needed upgrade to 24-hour service capabilities at all stations in disaster situations. 
 
The city’s respective public safety departments will continue to engage in a long-term planning process for emergency situations. Aurora, in 
partnership with the City of Naperville, was awarded a $1.3 million grant by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (F.E.M.A.). Over 
$500,000 in expenses were made in 2018 for critical training of public safety personnel in both communities.  The grant, allocated over the course of 
three years is being used by police officers, firefighters, emergency management personnel and other first responders to coordinate training, planning 
and exercises to enhance response in the event of a complex coordinated terrorist attack. The grant will provide Aurora and Naperville the 
opportunity to create a sustainable long-term plan for the region, identifying gaps, training, analyzing patterns and implementing changes to make 
both communities safer.  
 
The city also continues to deal with the after-effects of the national foreclosure crisis, specifically in the form of large, vacant properties. The city 
has had some successes in repurposing some properties, like the former St. Charles Hospital, now the Aurora St. Charles Senior Living Center and 
the former Waubonsee Community College soon to be the Paramount School of the Arts, but some abandoned buildings become blighted, suppress 
property values and contribute to crime issues in neighborhoods, creating a poor quality of life for residents.  
 
During 2018, the city began the work of cleaning up and redeveloping the former Copley Hospital.  This new project will settle the litigation with 
the current owner, transfer ownership to a new developer and during 2019 begin the process of redeveloping this historic site into a multi-use health 
and residential facility.  This project will stabilize the surrounding east side neighborhoods and provide new jobs to the community.  
 
The 2019 budget also continues to prioritize improvements to the city’s transportation network. The Motor Fuel Tax Fund dedicates $3.0 million to 
resurface arterial streets and $3.0 million to the construction of a new salt dome at the new Maintenance Facility site on Liberty Street. The 
relocation of the city’s Maintenance Facilities will open up new investment opportunities along the east bank of the Fox River north of Illinois 
Avenue.  Investing in regular vital infrastructure updates not only directly contributes to the quality of life in our city, it results in significant cost-
savings over time and serves as a driver for business attraction and redevelopment.  
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The Water & Sewer Fund will furnish significant financial resources in 2019 for improvements to the city’s water and sewer systems, including: 
 

 Sanitary Sewer Evaluation and Rehabilitation.  In some older neighborhoods of the city, sections of the sanitary sewer are reaching 
the end of their useful lives. Maintenance costs escalate as the lines reach an advanced age.  In 2019, we will apply $3 million to 
identify and rehabilitate sewer lines that need attention. 

 
 Watermain Evaluation, Repair, and Replacement.  Similar to sanitary sewer lines, a program is needed to provide for the systematic 

replacement of watermains throughout the city that have aged, deteriorated, and weakened. In 2019, $2.7 million will be committed.  
 
In 2011, based upon a mandate from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, we established a long-term control plan fee.  The proceeds of this 
fee will permit us to undertake our mandatory Long-Term Control Plan improvements in 2019.  The purpose of this ongoing program is to reduce or 
eliminate sewer back-ups into homes and reduce combined sewer overflows into the Fox River and Indian Creek.  The program involves separating 
combined sewers and constructing green infrastructure in various areas of the city as well as constructing an additional combined sewer treatment 
plant.  In 2019, we have budgeted $4.1 million for continued improvements.  
 
Innovation and Collaboration 
 
The 2018 budget introduced a new department, Innovation and Core Services, which moved the Community Services and Information Technology 
(IT) Divisions under one umbrella. This new department was one step in a citywide initiative to refocus, revitalize and in some cases rebuild how we 
approach finding new solutions to new and existing programs and initiatives. Understanding that innovation does not happen in a vacuum but is 
rather a new frame for us to approach the way we as a city work and challenge ourselves to continue to find new ways to serve our residents and 
grow the city.  
 
Prioritizing the re-alignment of city departments and the re-organization of the city code early in my administration laid the foundation for the city to 
begin to work together in new and innovative ways, with a specific focus on collaboration citywide. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Do not go 
where the path may lead, go instead where there is no path and leave a trail.” 
 
The Department of Communication and Public Information, recognizing there was a need for better access and communication, created a monthly 
“Facebook Live” feature. It is a time where I sit with city staff to discuss a specific initiative or a community partner to learn more about what’s 
happening throughout the city. Facebook Live offers the opportunity for interested parties to learn more about individual departments and initiatives 
or ask a question of the individuals involved and receive an answer on the spot.  
 
We also began to stream our City Council Meetings through Facebook Live, providing access for individuals unable to attend the meeting the ability 
to view the meeting live, or by watching online at their convenience. To compliment this, our Communications Department also created our first-
ever Spanish-language Facebook Page, again with the goal of increasing the ability of our residents to access information.  
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Another means to increase access and communication created this year was the weekly release of the Mayor’s Office schedule that includes 
meetings and events for the week as well as a recap of the previous week’s happenings. We realized that in order for us to continue to encourage 
citizen participation and transparency, we needed to continue to find new ways to share that information.    
 
Our focus on collaboration led to the creation of three new commissions: the Education Commission, Youth Council and Advisory Commission on 
Disabilities. The Education Commission was created to facilitate partnerships with our educational partners, leading to greater collaboration and 
ultimately increased opportunities for our youth. The Youth Council is a way for us to engage our students, capturing their ideas and energy and 
giving them a meaningful way to participate in local government. The Advisory Commission on Disabilities will work to ensure all of our residents 
have equal access to all city events, programs and buildings.  
 
Over the past year, our IT Division worked closely with OnLight Aurora to grow opportunities related to the fiber-optic network, working to put 
Aurora on the map as a “Smart City.” Leveraging existing fiber connections to increase the city’s access and economic development opportunities, 
the department transformed from one utilized to strictly support the city’s technology needs to one that functions as another way to attract and 
promote business opportunities. This renewed focus led to greater recognition of all the city has to offer, landing Aurora on the list of finalists for the 
17th Annual Chicago Innovation Awards and finding a new way for the city to increase our presence on a regional scale.  
 
Another IT initiative rolled out in 2018 was the implementation of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) portal. This new feature works to make 
information available before it is requested with the goal of increasing transparency and access for all. We will continue to work and make 
transparency a priority.  
 
Recognizing that the issues the City of Aurora faces on a regular basis, while challenging, are not necessarily unique, I worked with the City of 
Rockford and the Illinois Municipal League to create the first-ever “Large Cities Roundtable,” which brought together leaders from cities throughout 
Illinois with a population of 75,000 or more. The roundtable provided an opportunity for leaders to share ideas for managing challenges, successes 
and create opportunities for greater communication and collaboration statewide. 

 
 

Policies Impacting Upon the Development of the 2018 Budget 
 
The 2019 budget is based upon certain basic financial policies.  Those policies are outlined below. 
 

 The city will provide basic, high-quality municipal services at the lowest possible cost. 
 
  High-priority capital projects, as reflected in the city’s Capital Improvement Plan, will be funded. 
 
  City staff members will receive salary increases of approximately 2.5%. 
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 During 2018 the Mayor’s Office and Human Resources staff completed negotiations with the four largest unions representing city 
staff.  The major result of this negotiation was a reduction in health care costs through increases in employee contributions and 
increases in employee deductibles and out of pocket expenses.  These changes have brought the city’s benefit plan more closely in 
line with private sector comparable organizations and will result in a decrease in projected healthcare costs for 2019.  

 
 The city will, once again, contribute to the Firefighters’ Pension Fund and the Police Pension Fund the full amount of the employer 

contribution determined pursuant to state guidelines.  In doing so, we are acting as responsible stewards of the pension plans. 
 

 While not mandated to do so, the city began setting aside money for accrued retiree health insurance benefits in 2005.  In 2019, the 
city will contribute to the Retiree Health Insurance Trust Fund 50% of the actuarially recommended employer contribution 
associated with governmental funds and the Golf Fund, and 100% of the contribution attributable to the other enterprise funds 
(Airport, Water & Sewer Fund, Motor Vehicle Parking System Fund, and Transit Centers Fund).  The total contribution will be $5.3 
million, which is approximately $800,000 more than the $4.5 million contributed in 2018.  We will endeavor to gradually increase 
our annual contributions to the fund over the course of the next several years.  From a long-term financial standpoint, this is the 
responsible thing to do. 
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Expenditures Included in the 2019 Budget 
 
The notable individual expenditure items included in the 2019 City Budget are discussed above. However, in total, the budget includes $395.5 
million in expenditures.  The following chart summarizes the changes in the budget. 
 

2018 2019

Gross Total Expenditures $417,941,910 $431,295,678
Less:

Carryovers (provided for the final Budget) (43,136,000)     (26,187,300)     
Net Total Expenditures $374,805,910 $405,108,378

Amount of Change
Before Prior-Year Carryovers Deducted $13,353,768
After Prior-Year Carryovers Deducted $30,302,468

Percentage Change
Before Prior-Year Carryovers Deducted 3.2%
After Prior-Year Carryovers Deducted 8.1%  

 
Carryovers are items budgeted as expenditures in one fiscal year that are not spent and are then budgeted again in the subsequent fiscal year.  
Removing carryovers from the gross amount of total expenditures provides a perspective on the “new money” that is provided in the budget of a 
given year.  
 
The General Fund budget for 2019 is $180.1 million which is 1.5% more than in 2018.   
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Revenue Projections for 2019 
 
Total revenues projected for 2019 are $404.5 million.  This is approximately $13.0 million or 3.3% higher than the 2018 Amended Budget.   
 
The primary General Fund revenue sources are sales taxes, income taxes and property taxes.   
 
The city receives the equivalent of a 1% sales tax from the proceeds of a statewide sales tax that is distributed based upon point of sale by the Illinois 
Department of Revenue.  During 2019, we project that state-shared sales tax revenue will be $22.0 million.  This figure considers reduced taxes due 
to the closing of big box stores on Lake Street and at the Fox Valley Mall.  The Chicago Premium Outlets mall continues to show strong sales and 
the renovation of the Yorkshire Plaza by Pacific Square, LLC will help stabilize sales tax revenue in 2020 and beyond.   The graph below presents 
the trend in state-shared and home-rule sales tax since 2008. 
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* 2018 and 2019 amounts are projected. 
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The city also has a home-rule sales tax in place.  It is imposed at a rate of 1.25% generally upon all retail goods except motor vehicles, food, and 
drugs.  For 2019, we have budgeted this revenue source at $19.8 million.  In 2017 the state imposed a 2% administrative fee for processing home-
rule sales tax and this administrative fee was reduced to 1% in 2018 as of July 1.  Extending past practice on the allocation of home-rule sales tax 
revenue across selected city funds, the allocation for 2019 will be:   
 

Allocation
Fund Amount Percentage Allocation Purpose

General $15,450,000 78.0% General governmental operations
SHAPE 3,900,000 19.7% Public safety projects
Airport Fund 350,000 1.8% Facility subsidy
Motor Vehicle Parking Systems 100,000 0.5% System subsidy

Total $19,800,000 100.0%
 

 
Income taxes are distributed by the State of Illinois based upon a statewide per capita formula.  Thus, the state’s economy does affect the income tax 
revenues of the city.  We estimate that those revenues will be $19.8 million in 2019, an increase of 2.9% from $18.3 million of revenues expected in 
2018.  Our 2019 projection is based upon the distribution forecast of the Illinois Municipal League.   
 
During the past few years, elected officials of the State of Illinois have discussed certain proposals that would reduce the amount of income tax 
revenues distributed to Illinois municipalities.  The city’s 2019 forecast for income tax revenues assumes no reduction imposed by the state. 
 
The 2010 census recognized an increase in Aurora’s population from 164,681 to 197,899.  The impact of the population increase was first seen in 
income tax revenues beginning in mid-2011. 
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* The 2018 and 2019 amounts are projected. 
 

Property taxes (from the 2018 tax levy) are expected to generate a total of $76.8 million in 2019 for the city (excluding the library levy), compared 
to $75.9 million in 2018.  Recognizing the financial hardship inflicted upon many city residents and businesses by the Great Recession, the city 
reduced its levy for general municipal operations from about $48.5 million in 2008 (taxes payable in 2009) to $42.3 million in 2018 (taxes payable 
in 2019) – a decrease of $6.0 million or over 12%.  Also, the amount of the 2018 levy for operational purposes is precisely the same amount as it 
was in the prior two years. 
 
The total property tax levy will reflect a $1.4 million increase to pay employer contributions for employee pensions, including those for public safety 
employees.  It is important to note that the benefit formulae for employee pensions has been established by state law.  The city has no authority to 
change the formulae.  Municipalities pay the cost of benefits that have been mandated by the State of Illinois. 
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The graph below presents the trend of the city’s property tax extensions for General Fund purposes since 2009 (2008 property tax levy). 
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* 2018 is the budgeted amount and 2019 amount is projected. 

 
Prior to 2011, the city’s extension for its contributions to the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) were actually included in the extension for 
the General Fund.  The estimated IMRF extensions have been subtracted from the pre-2011 amounts included in the graph above to enhance 
comparability.  The 2018 proposed levy is $550,000 less than the 2017 levy due to the reduction associated with the elimination of the Aurora 
Election Commission expenses in 2018. 
 
As in the prior 12 years, the 2018 property tax levy will include a $4.0 million component to help pay the debt service on general obligation bonds 
issued to finance the construction of the new police headquarters. 
 
The Aurora Public Library has requested an increase in the 2018 levy, payable in 2019, of $698,000 associated directly with their projected costs for 
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund expenses.  Combining this with an estimated increase up to the Library Levy Cap of .255, brings their requested 
levy to $10.7 million for library operations, compared to $9.5 million for the 2017 levy. 
 

18



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

*The 2018 and 2019 amounts are projected. 
 
Casino gaming taxes, generated from Aurora’s riverboat casino are projected to remain steady at $6.8 million in 2019.    Gaming taxes are deposited 
into a separate special revenue fund of the city and used primarily for economic development initiatives and certain non-core services. 
 
Gaming taxes have proven to be a revenue source that can vary significantly from year to year.  Over the past ten years, casino gaming taxes have 
been affected by tax law changes, an indoor smoking ban in public places, economic downturns, the opening of other casinos in Illinois and the 
approval of video gaming. 
 
Two rate increases are included in the revenue projections: 
 
   Water and Sewer Service Fee.  An aggregate water and sewer rate increase of approximately 5%, to be effective July 1, 2019, is 

taken into account.  This water and sewer rate increase is in keeping with the city’s policy of imposing moderate increases on an 
annual basis so as to avoid large increases at irregular intervals.  The rate change will offset increases in the cost of operating the 
water and sanitary sewer system and provide continued funding for water/sewer-related capital projects. The 2017 and 2018 rate 
increases were adopted by ordinance by the City Council in 2017 and a new ordinance will need to be considered by June 2019 for 
this rate change to take effect.  
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  Natural Gas Utility Tax.   During the 2018 Budget approval process, the City Council approved an increase from 2 cents per therm 
to 3 cents per therm. This increase will generate just over $700,000 in new revenue in the General Fund. 

 
  

Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 

 
The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) of the United States and Canada presented a Distinguished Budget Presentation Award to 
the City of Aurora, Illinois, for its annual budget for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2018.  In order to receive this award, a governmental unit 
must publish a budget document that meets program criteria as a policy document, as an operations guide, as a financial plan and as a 
communications device. 
 
This award is valid for a period of one year only.  We believe our current budget continues to conform to program requirements and we are 
submitting it to the GFOA to determine its eligibility for another award. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
Preparation of the budget is a long and arduous task.  I would like to thank all of the city staff members who participated in the preparation of the 
2019 proposed budget.  Special recognition is in order for Chief Financial Officer/City Treasurer Martin Lyons, Assistant Finance Director, Stacey 
Hamling, Chief Management Officer Alex Alexandrou, and Budget Analyst Silvia Cisneros who were at the center of the budget development and 
production process this year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

Richard C. Irvin 
Mayor 
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2019
REVENUE BUDGET

Property Taxes 94,187,550$      

Sales & Use Taxes 46,934,000        

Other Taxes 61,204,275        

Intergovernmental Revenue 10,605,274        

Licenses & Permits 6,243,500          

Charges for Services 110,027,858      

Fines 4,314,450          

Investment Income 23,081,600        

Debt Proceeds 4,000,000          

Other Revenues 28,873,761        

Transfers In 15,026,800        

Total 404,499,068$   

CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

REVENUE SOURCES - ALL FUNDS
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2017 2018 INCREASE/ PERCENT 2019

REVENUE ACTUAL BUDGET (DECREASE) CHANGE BUDGET

 Property Taxes 88,069,970       91,894,800       2,292,750         2.49% 94,187,550        
 

Sales & Uses Taxes 46,324,186       47,174,000       (240,000)          -0.51% 46,934,000        

 Other Taxes 58,047,693       63,344,275       (2,140,000)       -3.38% 61,204,275        
 
 Intergovernmental Revenue 3,885,146         8,438,700         2,166,574         25.67% 10,605,274        
 
 Licenses & Permits 5,934,161         5,901,500         342,000            5.80% 6,243,500          
 
 Charges for Services 100,525,832     99,795,468       10,232,390       10.25% 110,027,858      
 
 Fines 4,370,115         4,271,050         43,400              1.02% 4,314,450          
 
 Investment Income 58,941,423       23,127,100       (45,500)            -0.20% 23,081,600        
 

Debt Proceeds 20,801,531       3,355,900         644,100            19.19% 4,000,000          

 Other Revenues 27,666,198       31,801,335       (2,927,574)       -9.21% 28,873,761        
 
 Transfers In 10,196,600     8,850,600       6,176,200       69.78% 15,026,800      
  
 Total 424,762,855   387,954,728   16,544,340     4.26% 404,499,068    

2019 BUDGET
CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS

REVENUE SOURCES - ALL FUNDS
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2019
REVENUE BUDGET

Property Taxes 73,388,700$      

Sales & Use Taxes 42,084,000        

Other Taxes 42,413,000        

Intergovernmental Revenue 2,551,000          

Licenses & Permits 6,199,500          

Charges for Services 7,863,350          

Fines 3,730,350          

Investment Income 150,600             

Other Revenues 230,001             

Transfers In 2,900,000          

Total 181,510,501$   

2019 BUDGET
REVENUE SOURCES - GENERAL FUND

CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
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2017 2018 INCREASE/ PERCENT 2019

REVENUE ACTUAL BUDGET (DECREASE) CHANGE BUDGET

  Property Taxes 69,433,540       72,754,600       634,100            0.87% 73,388,700        

Sales & Use Taxes 37,022,968       40,824,000       1,260,000         3.09% 42,084,000        

 Other Taxes 38,736,627       44,246,000       (1,833,000)       -4.14% 42,413,000        

 Intergovernmental Revenue 581,354            966,300            1,584,700         164.00% 2,551,000          

 Licenses & Permits 5,900,313         5,857,500         342,000            5.84% 6,199,500          

 Charges for Services 7,670,565         7,531,218         332,132            4.41% 7,863,350          

 Fines 3,895,233         3,585,850         144,500            4.03% 3,730,350          

 Investment Income 203,662            5,600                145,000            2589.29% 150,600             

Other Revenues 215,089            159,401            70,600              44.29% 230,001             

 Transfers In 1,500,000         1,500,000         1,400,000         100.00% 2,900,000          
  

Total 165,159,351   177,430,469   4,080,032       2.30% 181,510,501    
 

REVENUE SOURCES - GENERAL FUND
2019 BUDGET

CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS 
2019 BUDGET 

  

DISCUSSION OF REVENUE SOURCES  
 
 
ALL FUNDS 
 
The 2019 budget relies on a wide variety of revenue sources.  These 
revenue sources include real estate taxes, state income taxes, sales taxes, 
motor fuel taxes, utility taxes, licenses and fees, as well as various 
enterprise revenues. Below is a discussion of the major revenue 
classifications for fiscal year 2019. 
 
 
1. GENERAL PROPERTY TAXES                                $88,726,400  
 
The total 2018 levy (payable in 2019) was $88,726,400.  The 2018 real 
estate tax levy for the city (excluding the library) includes an increase 
of $1,264,217 or 1.66%.  The moderate increase is required to support 
higher pension costs and a reduction for the elimination of the Aurora 
Election Commission.  Property taxes are collected to support the 
General Fund (including the city’s contribution to the Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund), the Aurora Public Library Fund, and Police and 
Firefighters’ Pension Funds.  (The city imposes a separate levy to 
support the Aurora Public Library General Fund at a rate of $0.2550 per 
$100 of equalized assessed value [EAV].)  Included in the 2018 property 
tax levy are provisions of $4,000,000 and $1,229,500 for city and library 
debt service, respectively.   
 
Information on the city’s 2018 EAV (the basis for property taxes 
payable in 2019) is not yet available.  However, the city’s EAV between 
2015 and 2016 increased by about 5.0%--from $3.2 to $3.5 billion.  The 
property tax rate is determined by dividing the tax levy extension by the 
EAV.  The following charts show the trends in the city’s property tax 
levies/extensions and assessed valuation since 2012. 
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS 
2019 BUDGET 

  

 
2.   GENERAL SALES AND USE TAXES $27,134,000 
 
The city receives a 1% sales tax that is collected by the Illinois 
Department of Revenue (IDOR) on the purchase of most goods in 
Aurora.   Sales tax receipts are remitted to the city on a monthly basis.  
Fiscal year 2019 estimates of $21,420,000 assumes a 2% increase from 
the 2018 estimated actual amount, after considering additional taxes 
generated by the expansion of the outlet mall in the city.   
  

 
 
Local use sales taxes of $5,714,000 are included in this revenue 
classification.  These taxes are collected by the IDOR and remitted to 
the city based on a per capita state rate.  Fiscal year 2019 projections for 
these revenues are based upon economic forecasts published by the 
Illinois Municipal League (IML).  The IML forecast predicted an 
increase from $25.93 per capita in 2018 to $26.75 per capita for 2019.  
This was an increase of 3.16% for use tax. 
 

 
3.   STATE INCOME TAX $18,800,000 
 
The City of Aurora receives a number of shared revenues from the State 
of Illinois based on population.  The largest of these is state income tax 
(SIT) revenue.  In the 2010 census, the city’s population was found to 
be 197,899.  The SIT projection for 2019 is based on an economic 
analysis released by the IML in June 2018.  The 2018 per capita amount 
was $99.50 and decreased to $94.87 per capita for the 2019 estimate. 
 

 
 
 
4.   PERSONAL PROPERTY REPLACEMENT TAX $3,300,000 
 
The city receives a personal property replacement tax (PPRT) from the 
State of Illinois.  The replacement tax revenue comes from a corporate 
income tax and an invested capital tax on public utilities.  The PPRT 
serves to replace Aurora’s share of revenue lost due to the abolition of 
the personal property tax in 1977.  The funds are distributed to local 
taxing bodies based on the relative amounts of corporate personal 
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property tax that was lost.  The city’s projections for fiscal year 2019 
are based on estimates provide by the IDOR. 
 
 
5.   HOME-RULE SALES TAX $19,800,000 
 
The city’s home-rule sales tax rate is 1.25%.  In general, the tax applies 
to the retail sales of all goods except automobiles, drugs, and groceries.  
The IDOR collects, administers, and enforces the home-rule municipal 
retailers’ occupation tax and home-rule service occupation tax in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 8-11-1 and 8-11-5 of the 
Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/8-11-1 and 5/8-11-5). 
 
The city’s estimated revenues of $19,800,000 for FY 2019 reflect the 
2% administrative fee the state has imposed on sales tax collection.  In 
2019, revenue from the home-rule sales tax will support the General 
Fund, SHAPE Fund, Capital Improvements Fund, Airport Fund, and 
MVPS Fund. 
 
Historically, the city has allocated home-rule sales tax revenue between 
the General Fund, Capital Improvements Fund, and certain other funds.  
The allocation of home-rule sales taxes since 2014 is shown on the right. 

 
 
 
 6.   FOOD & BEVERAGE TAX $5,000,000 
 
Since July 1, 2005, the city’s food and beverage tax rate has been 1.75%.  
The food and beverage tax is imposed on the sale of food and beverages 
consumed on the premises where sold.  It is collected by the local 
establishments and remitted directly to the city.  Revenue from this tax 
is projected to be $5.0 million in fiscal year 2019.   
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7.  MOTOR FUEL TAX                                                      $5,140,000  
 
The city receives motor fuel tax (MFT) revenue from the State of 
Illinois.  As shared revenue, the amount remitted to the city is based on 
a per capita rate.  As with state-shared income taxes, the city’s 
projection for fiscal year 2019 is based upon the IML economic analysis 
estimates as of June 2018. 
 
 

 
 
Estimated revenue for fiscal year 2019 is $5,000,000.  Additionally, the 
city expects to receive an MFT supplement by virtue of being one of 
Illinois’ high-growth municipalities.  The 2019 supplement has been 
estimated to be $140,000. 
 
 
8.   GAMING TAXES $7,130,000 
  
The City of Aurora is home to one of nine riverboat casinos in the state.  
Hollywood Casino, Aurora’s riverboat casino, began operations on June 

17, 1993.  The city receives a $1.00 admission fee per patron and a 5% 
wagering tax collected at the casino by the State of Illinois.  Revenues 
from the admission fee are estimated at $1,000,000 and wagering tax 
revenues are estimated at $5,800,000 in fiscal year 2019.  These 
estimates assume no change from the 2018 actual amount.  Casino 
gaming revenues have not been growing in recent years. 
 
Gaming tax revenue also includes the proceeds of video gaming 
estimated at $250,000 and off-track betting estimated at $80,000 taxes.  
This revenues have a moderate increase for 2019. 
 
 

 
 
No gaming tax revenue has been allocated to the General Fund for 2019. 
 
 
9.   SIMPLIFIED TELECOMMUNICATIONS TAX $6,000,000 
 
Effective January 1, 2003, pursuant to a change in state law, the city’s 
5.0% utility tax on telecommunications was combined with its 1% 
telecommunications infrastructure maintenance fee.  The resultant 
“simplified telecommunications tax” rate for Aurora is 6%.   The city’s 
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2019 projected revenue for the tax assumes no change from the 2018 
estimated actual amount.  Telecommunications tax revenues have not 
grown significantly in recent years. 
 
 
10.   UTILITY TAX – ELECTRIC $6,500,000 
 
On April 1, 1998, the city imposed a utility tax on the use of electricity.  
Initially, the tax was based on 3% of the gross billings and was later 
changed to a kilowatt-hour equivalent to comply with deregulation laws.  
Rates range from 0.202 to 0.330 cents per kilowatt-hour depending on 
the level of consumption.  Effective January 1, 2018, the city adjusted 
the utility tax rates from .3 to .61 cents per kilowatt-hour depending on 
the level of consumption.    
 
 
11.   UTILITY TAX – NATURAL GAS              $2,212,000 
 
On April 1, 1998, the city imposed a tax of one cent per therm on the 
consumption of natural gas.  Effective January 1, 2019, the city 
increased the tax to three cents per therm.  This revenue source will 
generate an estimated $2,212,000 in fiscal year 2019. 
 
12.   REAL ESTATE TRANSFER TAX $3,000,000 
 
The City of Aurora has a real estate transfer tax (RETT) imposed at a 
rate of $3 per $1,000 of the sale price of real property.  Fiscal year 2016 
actual revenue was $2.9 million and 2018 actual revenue was $3.1 
million.   The city saw an increase in the proceeds of this tax in 2016 
due to the sale of foreclosed properties.  However, the city is not 
projecting this revenue source to increase in 2019 because, in general, 
property values have not yet fully rebounded to pre-recession levels. 

 

 
 
 
13.   LICENSES & PERMITS $6,243,500 
 
The city collects a variety of license and permit fees.  Building permit 
fees account for a significant portion of this revenue classification.  In 
fiscal year 2019, building permit fees are projected to be $3,023,750. 
Revenue from oversize/weight permits for trucks are estimated at 
$80,000.  In addition, contractor licensing fees are estimated at 
$185,500 and liquor license fees are estimated at $340,000. 
 
With respect to the building permit fee revenue projections, the city is 
conservatively estimating that revenues will be approximately the same 
in 2019 as the 2018 budgeted amount. 
 
 

$1,500,000

$1,750,000

$2,000,000

$2,250,000

$2,500,000

$2,750,000

$3,000,000

$3,250,000

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Real Estate Transfer Tax

87



CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS 
2019 BUDGET 

  

14.   GRANTS $10,605,274 
 
The city is a recipient of a variety of grants.  The city has been receiving 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for 45 years.  
CDBG grant revenue is estimated to be $1,477,400 for 2019. 
 
Other significant grants that the city expects to receive in 2019 include 
a federal grant for the HOME Program ($676,000).   In addition 
Property Standards will receive $431,300 for the abandon and blight 
property programs. Emergency Management will be receiving a FEMA 
grant in the amount $891,800.  This grant is a multi-year grant award.  
The city also expects to receive Motor Fuel Tax for street and bridge 
reconstruction and repairs in the amount of $2.1 million. 
 
 
15.   ENTERPRISE FUND REVENUES $50,155,860 
 
The City of Aurora has five enterprise funds: the Airport Fund, the 
Water & Sewer Fund, the Motor Vehicle Parking System Fund, the 
Transit Centers Fund, and the Golf Operations Fund. 
 
Airport Fund operating revenues (excluding investment income) are 
projected at $2,999,760 for fiscal year 2019.  This revenue is primarily 
from rents and fuel flowage fees. In 2019 the Airport will receive $1.5 
million in grant funding for pavement reconstruction. 
 
Water & Sewer Fund revenues derived from the operation of the water 
and sanitary sewer system are projected at $42,947,000 for fiscal year 
2019.  These revenues consist of water and sewer service billings, meter 
sales charges, and other miscellaneous fees.  Effective July 1, 2018, the 
city’s water and sewer service rate was $5.15 per 100 cubic feet of water 

consumed.  This rate is expected to increase by approximately 2% on 
July 1, 2019 to provide resources primarily for capital projects. 
 
Motor Vehicle Parking System Fund operating revenues (excluding 
investment income) are estimated at $1,050,300 in fiscal year 2019.  The 
operating revenues will be derived from parking permit fees and parking 
fines. The projection considers a 2012 downtown parking plan that led 
to the removal of downtown parking meters. 
 
Transit Centers Fund operating revenues (excluding investment 
income) are projected at $2,001,900 for fiscal year 2019.  Most of this 
will come from parking fees paid by commuters who park at two 
railroad stations located in the city. 
 
Golf Operations Fund revenues are estimated at $1,156,900 in fiscal 
year 2019 and assumes modest increases in the various types of greens 
fees. 
 
 
16.   INTERFUND TRANSFERS $15,026,800 
 
Interfund transfers will amount to $15,026,800 in 2019.  Of this amount, 
$878,700 is accounted for by transfers from the Stormwater 
Management Fee Fund to the Bond & Interest Fund to permit the 
abatement of a large portion of the debt service component of the city’s 
property tax levy.  Routine transfers from the Gaming Tax Fund and 
Capital Improvements Fund to the ward projects funds totaling 
$750,000 are also budgeted.  (Interfund transfers are the only significant 
revenue source for the ward projects funds.) 
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17.   INVESTMENT INCOME $23,081,600 
 
The city receives investment income on interest bearing accounts and 
investments. The majority of investment income is received from Police 
Pension Fund and Firefighters’ Pension Fund investments, and is 
estimated at $21.5 million for 2019 based upon projected fund balances 
and expected rates of return.  Interest income from the General Fund is 
projected at $150,000.  Water and Sewer Fund investment income is 
also estimated at $20,000. 
 
 
18.   INTERNAL SERVICE FUND CHARGES $28,226,300 
 
The city has four internal service funds.  The Equipment Services Fund 
is used to account for the cost of repairing and maintaining the city’s 
vehicle fleet.  Expenditures for equipment services operations are 
charged back to the operating departments and divisions that utilize 
central garage services.  Internal service fund charges by the Equipment 
Services Fund will be $4,480,300 in 2019.   The Property and Casualty 
Insurance Fund is used to account for the city's property, general 
liability, and workers’ compensation insurance programs.  To support 
these programs, operating departments and funds will be charged a total 
of $6,096,000 in 2019.  The Employee Health Insurance Fund is used to 
account for the costs associated with providing healthcare to employees.  
The operating departments and funds will contribute $15,500,000 to the 
fund for healthcare during 2019.  Employees also contribute to the 
Employee Health Insurance Fund.   
 
 

19.   POLICE AND FIREFIGHTERS’ PENSION FUND 
        CONTRIBUTIONS $27,493,400 
 
The city makes annual contributions to both the Police and Firefighters’ 
Pension Funds based upon valuations developed by an actuary.  For 
2019, the city will make the full actuarially recommended contributions 
of $15,351,200 and $12,142,200 to these funds, respectively.  The 
contributions will be made possible by a dedicated portion of the city’s 
property tax levy and an allocation of personal property replacement 
taxes.  
 
 
20.   RETIREE HEALTH INSURANCE TRUST FUND 
        CONTRIBUTIONS $6,413,190 
 
The city makes annual contributions to the Retiree Health Insurance 
Trust Fund for costs associated with providing healthcare to retirees.  
For 2019, the city will make contributions of $6,413,190.  These 
contributions are comprised of 50% of the amount recommended by the 
city’s actuary for governmental fund.  Retirees also make contributions 
to the fund. 
 
 
21.   OTHER REVENUES $44,480,744 
 
This classification of revenues consists of sundry revenue sources.  One 
of the larger revenues in this group is a stormwater management fee.  In 
1998, the City Council approved a surcharge on each water bill to pay 
for stormwater management projects in Aurora.  Effective January 1, 
2005, this fee increased from $5.00 to $6.90 bi-monthly to pay for a new 
series of projects.  Based upon the number of water and sewer accounts 
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projected for 2019, stormwater management fee revenues are estimated 
at $2,600,000. 
 
In addition, cable franchise fees are estimated at $2,150,000 for 2019.  
This fee is remitted by the city’s cable service provider. It is a 5% 
assessment on the provider’s gross revenue.  
 
In 2016, the city established a new revenue source:  a municipal motor 
fuel tax (MMFT).  The MMFT is imposed at a rate of 4¢ per gallon of 
motor fuel sold at retail.  During 2019, the tax is expected to generate 
$2.0 million in revenue.  Proceeds of the tax are dedicated to the 
maintenance of neighborhood streets. 
 
Ten-year trend information on the city’s major revenue sources is 
provided on the next few pages. 
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Property Tax Operations & Debt

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$62,178,637 $56,232,475 $54,467,608 $55,190,192 $53,489,054 $53,806,620 $55,847,539 $56,494,106 $57,275,775 $57,022,550

Note: The amounts shown above exclude county road and bridge property taxes.

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$17,669,293 $21,232,921 $17,867,968 $19,120,477 $20,751,813 $24,392,104 $24,183,839 $26,375,513 $29,654,438 $31,708,900

Property Tax Pensions
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HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

State-Shared Sales Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$18,883,714 $19,766,842 $20,400,419 $22,722,249 $21,952,701 $21,663,441 $22,563,065 $22,306,336 $21,853,000 $21,420,000

Note:  The state-shared sales tax amounts do not include home-rule sales, local use, or auto rental taxes.

Income Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$12,960,748 $14,334,299 $17,388,869 $18,855,886 $18,947,605 $21,057,086 $19,264,287 $18,176,859 $18,952,010 $18,800,000
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Home-Rule Sales Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$17,845,651 $18,641,584 $18,841,729 $19,295,817 $19,285,653 $19,526,474 $20,662,897 $18,898,888 $19,221,000 $19,800,000

Food & Beverage Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$3,546,095 $3,713,124 $3,996,521 $4,072,652 $4,148,533 $4,594,188 $4,787,827 $4,712,241 $4,988,472 $5,000,000

$0

$5

$10

$15

$2 0

$2 5

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

M
ill

io
ns

$0
$1
$2
$3
$4
$5
$6

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

M
ill

io
ns

93



CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Telecommunications Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$6,185,475 $6,202,311 $6,218,307 $5,864,429 $5,768,993 $6,424,304 $6,006,907 $6,378,926 $5,926,000 $6,000,000

Electricity Use Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$3,340,916 $3,380,119 $3,419,400 $3,414,078 $3,420,699 $3,373,805 $3,455,619 $3,305,042 $5,953,969 $6,500,000

Note: The increase in 2018 is due to a change tax assessed.
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Building Permit Fees

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$1,836,373 $1,645,492 $2,243,039 $2,733,935 $2,871,393 $4,471,783 $3,565,058 $2,919,598 $2,613,277 $3,023,750

Real Estate Transfer Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$1,354,885 $1,397,448 $1,924,758 $2,103,915 $2,038,240 $2,417,624 $3,150,985 $2,894,965 $3,111,140 $3,000,000
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Motor Fuel Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$5,038,140 $5,506,911 $5,782,775 $5,836,967 $6,612,816 $5,118,367 $5,319,142 $5,323,238 $5,337,243 $5,140,000

Note:  The motor fuel tax figures include a supplemental distribution for high-growth municipalities.

Gaming Tax

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$10,546,684 $10,168,634 $8,968,878 $8,350,381 $7,441,119 $7,103,631 $7,028,436 $7,039,227 $6,784,405 $6,800,000
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF PROCEEDS FROM MAJOR REVENUE SOURCES

Water & Sewer Service Fees

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

$25,271,215 $26,242,947 $28,371,851 $27,628,567 $28,607,815 $29,952,154 $31,026,141 $32,509,436 $33,925,869 $35,040,000
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2019
CLASS BUDGET

Salaries & Benefits 240,984,338  

Other Non-Capital 87,305,490    

Capital 70,682,900    

Debt Service 17,496,150    

Transfers Out 14,826,800  

Total 431,295,678

EXPENDITURES - ALL FUNDS
2019 BUDGET

CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS

SALARIES & 
BENEFITS

56%

OTHER NON-
CAPITAL

20%

CAPITAL
16%

DEBT 
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CITY OF AURORA, IILINOIS
 2019 BUDGET

EXPENDITURES BY FUND, DEPARTMENT, AND DIVISION

 
 

2018
2017 ORIGINAL INCREASE/ PERCENT 2019

FUND DESCRIPTION ACTUAL BUDGET (DECREASE) CHANGE BUDGET

GENERAL FUND 163,292,039 177,412,009 4,533,788 2.6% 181,945,797
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 39,190,698 65,889,522 157,648 0.2% 66,047,170
CAPITAL PROJECTS FUNDS 11,776,446 22,410,850 6,126,100 27.3% 28,536,950
DEBT SERVICE FUND 11,112,348 11,186,000 (1,069,200) -9.6% 10,116,800
PROPRIETARY FUNDS 71,438,617 87,108,348 2,577,038 3.0% 89,685,386
TRUST FUNDS 38,596,897 41,503,095 827,943 2.0% 42,331,038
TOTAL 335,407,045 405,509,824 13,153,317 3.2% 418,663,141

LIBRARY FUNDS 11,764,703 12,432,086 200,451 1.6% 12,632,537

COMBINED TOTAL  347,171,748 417,941,910 13,353,768 3.2% 431,295,678
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES BY CLASS

 

ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

PERSONNEL 123,212,600 126,721,703  131,271,025 144,152,881 144,794,193 140,584,016  151,333,797   154,644,795   
OTHER NON-CAPITAL 16,975,538   17,606,301    21,200,590   20,352,627   23,576,361   22,708,023    26,078,212     27,301,002     
CAPITAL 13,777          46,000           -                -                -                -                -                 -                 

.
TOTAL 140,201,915 144,374,004 152,471,615 164,505,508 168,370,554 163,292,039 177,412,009 181,945,797 

PERSONNEL
85.0%

OTHER NON-CAPITAL
15.0%

2019  GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES BY CLASS

 

ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

PERSONNEL 123,212,600 126,721,703  131,271,025 144,152,881 144,794,193 140,584,016  151,333,797   154,644,795   
% OF TOTAL 87.88% 87.77% 86.10% 87.63% 86.00% 86.09% 85.30% 84.99%
INCREASE 7,564,179     3,509,103      4,549,322     12,881,856   641,312        (4,210,177)    10,749,781     3,310,998       
% INCREASE 6.54% 2.85% 3.59% 9.81% 0.44% -2.91% 7.65% 2.19%

OTHER NON-CAPITAL 16,975,538   17,606,301    21,200,590   20,352,627   23,576,361   22,708,023    26,078,212     27,301,002     
% OF TOTAL 12.11% 12.19% 13.90% 12.37% 14.00% 13.91% 14.70% 15.01%
INCREASE (2,354,044)   630,763         3,594,289     (847,963)       3,223,734     (868,338)       3,370,189       1,222,790       
% INCREASE -12.18% 3.72% 20.41% -4.00% 15.84% -3.68% 14.84% 4.69%
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS
2019 BUDGET

HISTORY OF GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES BY CLASS

 

ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

CAPITAL 13,777          46,000           -                -                -                -                -                 -                 
% OF TOTAL 0.01% 0.03% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
INCREASE (490,723)      32,223           (46,000)         -                -                -                -                 -                 
% INCREASE 100% 233.89% -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

TOTAL 140,201,915 144,374,004  152,471,615 164,505,508 168,370,554 163,292,039  177,412,009   181,945,797   
% OF TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
INCREASE 4,719,412     4,172,089      8,097,611     12,033,893   3,865,046     (5,078,515)    14,119,970     4,533,788       
% INCREASE 3.48% 2.98% 5.61% 7.89% 2.35% -3.02% 8.65% 2.56%
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS 
2019 BUDGET

2018 2018 2018
2017 ESTIMATED ORIGINAL AMENDED 2019 2019-2018

EXPENDITURES BY ELEMENT ACTUAL ACTUAL BUDGET BUDGET BUDGET CHANGE

OTHER NON-CAPITAL
INSURANCE 270,000             270,000             270,000             270,000             270,000             - 
TOTAL OTHER NON-CAPITAL 270,000             270,000             270,000             270,000             270,000             - 

TOTAL NON-DEPARTMENTAL 270,000             270,000             270,000             270,000             270,000             - 

TOTAL GENERAL FUND 163,292,039      155,945,474      177,412,009      177,692,509      181,945,797      4,533,788          

NON-DEPARTMENTAL
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS

2019-2028 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN SUMMARY 

Neighborhood 
Redevelopment

1.5% Downtown
5.2%

Economic Development
1.2%

Stormwater
13.2%

Facilities
11.6%

Municipal Airport
1.1%

Recreation
0.5%

Transportation
52.2%

Water & Sewer
15.8%
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CITY OF AURORA, ILLINOIS

2019-2028 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN SUMMARY 

 

PROJECT TYPE 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023-2028 10-YR TOTAL

 Downtown 4,921,300             6,798,900              4,398,000                9,924,000              3,787,000             2,557,000                 27,464,900              

 Economic Development 3,600,000             4,350,000              -                           -                         -                        -                            4,350,000                

Facilities 10,228,900           14,965,900            29,074,500              9,447,000              2,457,100             5,145,100                 61,089,600              

Municipal Airport 1,177,700             1,284,700              1,205,000                1,990,000              1,480,000             -                            5,959,700                

Neighborhood Redevelopment 400,000                800,000                 800,000                   800,000                 800,000                4,800,000                 8,000,000                

Recreation 955,300                170,000                 646,000                   1,600,000              -                        -                            2,416,000                

 Stormwater 10,798,400           9,707,100              5,055,000                5,055,000              7,055,000             42,330,000               69,202,100              

Transportation 19,878,800           20,519,700            17,432,000              30,214,000            13,816,000           182,340,000             264,321,700            

Water & Sewer 18,146,900           11,078,000            9,883,100                6,185,300              7,832,000             48,089,800               83,068,200              

TOTAL CAPITAL PROJECTS 70,107,300           69,674,300          68,493,600            65,215,300           37,227,100         285,261,900           525,872,200          
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